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Taking the position of Nanking from the Gonnaissance des 
Temps, a visible occnltation again results:— 
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Immersion, March 19 at 19 34 
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Apparent time at Nanking. 


Consequently the phenomenon occurred within “ l’heure tchin 
as recorded by the Chinese, and the Moon was at the time in 
the constellation named. 


Note by the Astronomer Royal on the Numerical Lunar Theory. 

In the Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society for 
1874, January, vol. xxxiv., No. 3, I gave as the three equations 
of motion in the Lunar Theory the three following: (1) The 
equation of areas described by the radius vector parallel to the 
plane of the ecliptic ; (2) The equation of vis viva parallel to the 
plane of the ecliptic; (3) The equation of motion perpendicular 
to the plane of the ecliptic. 

It now appears preferable to substitute for (2) the equation 
of radial forces parallel to the plane of the ecliptic, which may 
be called (2 # ), and which is easily found to be the following:— 
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and the right-hand side of equation (2*) appears to consist of 
the following terms:— 
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and there are no terms multiplied by —. 
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1877, March 5. 


The Astronomer Royal, in an oral address, adverted to 
M. Le Verrier’s investigations on the possibility of discovery of 
an intra-mercurial planet, and to his issue of a circular re¬ 
questing that observations of the Sun’s disk for the passage of 
such planet might be made on March 21, more particularly on 
March 22, and on March 23. He pointed out that for observa¬ 
tion of a transit whose time could not be even approximately 
predicted, but which certainly would occupy only two or three 
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